Parent/Student Contract 2013-2014

AVID Sophmore Course Overview

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is offered as an elective course that prepares students for entrance into four-year colleges. There is an emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, study skills and test taking, note-taking, and research. AVID meets five hours per week. Students receive two hours of instruction per week in college entry skills, two hours per week in tutor-led study groups, and one hour per week in motivational activities and academic survival skills. In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading to support their academic growth.

AVID students learn skills such as time management, note-taking, textbook reading, library research, and maintaining the AVID binder. Students are expected to maintain an organized

binder, including an assignment calendar, class and textbook notes, assignments, and homework, which is graded regularly.  

On tutorial days, students work with tutors, many of whom are former AVID students and graduates of the schools in which they work. Tutors assist students in small groups with academic questions that students bring to tutorial. Students are required to take notes during tutorial and use class and textbook notes to inform their discussions during tutorial. Tutors help students with the process of learning through inquiry, rather that giving students the answers to their questions. Students learn the value of working with others in tutorial.

In AVID, students also participate in motivational activities including college and career research, college and career outreach speakers, field trips to colleges and businesses and other educational opportunities in their communities, and service learning experiences. These activities provide students with the resources they need to learn about many positive opportunities available to them in the community that will impact their future.

AVID students will be assessed using a variety of performance-based assessments. They will be judged not only on the AVID “basics” such as a well-organized notebook, participation in tutorials, and note-taking, but also according to their performance on timed writings, practice college entrance tests, participation in Socratic Seminars, and other activities. Students are required to develop and present the Multi-Grade Level Portfolio at the end of each year, representing their work in the AVID program.

Sincerely

Miss Butcher

Avid Instructor

Brooklyn Collegiate High School

Objectives of the Course

1. Students will take courses that meet four-year college entrance requirements.

2. Students will participate in tutorials for academic courses.

3. Students will learn and apply AVID skills, including note-taking, organization, time management, and goal setting.

4. Students will improve their oral communication skills through a variety of activities, including presentation and Socratic Seminar.

5. Students will participate in writing to learn activities, including note-taking, learning logs, and essay writing.

6. Students will learn to evaluate their own and other’s writing, using the rubrics and scoring guides modeled after UC and CSU requirements.

7. Students will prepare for college entrance examinations, including the SAT®, SAT® Subject, and ACT.

8. Students will complete and present a Multi-Grade Level Portfolio of their work in AVID.

Essential skills

All students will at the end of the class possess the essential skills that are needed for them to be successful in college and the world of work.  These along with reading, writing, listening and listening skills consist of; 
Collaborative skills - Students work together to identify and solve problems, make decisions, or resolve conflict.

Presentation skills - Students prepare, plan and practice so as to present their information; Pronunciation and enunciation; mechanics of speeches 

Research skills - Students ask questions and find the answers in sources containing reliable information. They read, listen and view effectively so that they can get the best and most accurate information available.

Critical thinking skills - Students conceptualize, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication.  This guides them to a belief and/or action.

Communication skills – Students convey message to others through words, facial expressions and body language. They listen so as to obtain messages or information from others.

Problem solving skills - Students identify problems; get to know each other, their needs, perspectives and interests.  Next they evaluate the problem looking at a number of possible solutions.  They gather information about the issues, and trying to arrive at common working understanding of the problem. Lastly they decide on the best possible solutions.



Rights and Responsibilities

1. Every assignment is a chance to strengthen my mind.

2. The more I know, the more I can use to express my ideas, the more with which I can create the more powerful I become!

3. I am in school every day. I show up fifteen minutes before first period and stay until the end of my last period. I don’t dawdle in the hallway or “milk” the teacher’s passes. I show up to every class and activity, always on time.

4. If I get restless or tempted by my friends to fool around, I remember the bigger picture. I don’t try to distract others or myself.  Classroom conversation is always about the task at hand.
5. I am in a professional environment, and I act as a professional.

6. Language is powerful and words can hurt. I never make insults, jokes, or put downs, I don’t use words that demean. I respect others by keeping inappropriate topics and foul language out of school.

7. My teachers care about my future and me. I treat them with respect, even when frustrated. I voice my disagreements privately and respectfully.

8. Horseplay causes accidents and fights. I help keep the building safe and professional. I resist the impulse to laugh if someone “gets it wrong.” That doesn’t feel good don’t let my teammates down when it comes to completing a task.

         Email:     transithistory@hotmail.com      

Website:  www.msbutcherslearningenvironment.yolasite.com
Welcome to Sophomore AVID.  We will follow the basic outline listed below:

Weeks 1-2 

Introduction and review of previous year

Rules and regulations

Goal Setting

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities

Weeks 1–2 

Introduce/Review the AVID Binder 

Review Time Management 

Study Management 

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Weeks 1–36

Team Building

Classroom Interaction 

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities

Weeks 3–5 

Work in-depth on Cornell notes, particularly refining levels and depth of questions (use Costa), as well as on SQ3R

Review Tutorials 

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Week 6 

Learning Logs 

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Week 6–36 

Socratic Seminars 

Test Taking Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Week 7 

Goal Setting 

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Week 8 

Oral Language in AVID 

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Week 9

 Review Six-Year Plan

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities

Reflections

Week 36

Portfolio Presentation

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
We will use the chapters in the textbook, supplemental materials, to cover the subjects listed.  We will cover all the topics listed. 

Classroom Expectations:

1) Arrive to class promptly at all times

2) Respect everyone, equipment and the furniture in the classroom

3) Stay seated unless you are told otherwise

4) Be prepared to work at all times (pens, pencils, notebooks etc)

5) NO eating or drinking in the classroom (water only)

6) Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before speaking

7) Avoid using profanity at all times

8) No electronic devices are allowed in the class

9) Demonstrate a positive attitude every day.

10) Participation is strongly encouraged and part of the grade.

11) Uniform must be worn at all times!!!!!

Portfolio Contents

Portfolio contents will include but not be limited to the following:

1. Grade level writing.

2. Four-year plan.

3. Timed writings with rubrics.

4. Analytical essays with rubrics.

5. Notes taken in content areas.

6. Semester reflections.
Materials:

1. Binder Paper/loose-leaf

2. Ink Pens and Pencils

3. Folder with pockets for storing handouts

4. Stapler (to be kept at home)

5. AVID Three-ring Binder w/ Dividers (Essential for Review)

6. Your Textbook & Appropriate Materials – Every Day!

7. Notebook for note taking

Make-Up Policy and Tardy Policy

Students absent from class are responsible for making up any work missed.  Homework and make up work can be emailed to me at transithistory@hotmail.com or given within the classroom.  However, material that was known about in advance and due on the missed day will be due on the day of return.   As a class we will discuss and determine the appropriate penalty for tardiness.   Students must have a doctor’s note or a note from their parent/guardian upon their return.

Assignments:


  Homework is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise specified.  Homework and projects will be available on the website www.msbutcherslearningenvironment.yolasite.com. Homework and projects/ assignments must be handed in during class time only.  No exceptions!!  If you are absent on the day the project/assignment is to be handed in it must be emailed to me no later than the end of the day.  In the event that students are late for class or absent from school, they must bring a note from their parent with the contact information of the parent.   Reading Quizzes will usually occur on a daily basis.  They are over the night reading and in some instances you may use your notes.   All assignments completed at home must be stapled before turning them in.  Unstapled work will not be accepted!!!!!!
Remember:  Each of you is ultimately responsible for your own learning.  I will attempt to provide an environment and experiences that facilitate the process.  Please arrange to meet with me before school, at lunch, or after school if you have any questions or need additional assistance with the class. 

Academic Honesty: As this is a senior course preparing your for college, students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. All writing that uses ideas or quotations from other sources should be cited appropriately using MLA format; plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment and repeated offenses may result in failure of the course.

I am looking forward to a great year with you!  Are you up for the challenge?

Student Information and Parent/Student Signatures

Parents/Guardians:  Please complete this form about your child and sign below.  Return it no later than Friday September 13th, 2013.

Student’s Name _____________________________  Date of Birth___________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________  Email _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian 1. _____________________________2.  _____________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________   Cell ____________________  Work _______________

Email ________________________________________________

Best Time to be reached _____________________________________________________________

We have read and agree to Ms Butchers, syllabus, rights and responsibilities, consequences, rewards and grading rubric for the 2012-2013 school year.

Student Signature _________________________________  Date ______________________

Parent Signature ____________________________________  Date _____________________

Consequences


Warning


Discussion with the teacher


Phone calls to parent


Negative progress report sent home


Referral to the Dean, A.P and Guidance Counselor





Rewards


Daily praise


Random positive report sent home


Monthly Awards and certificates


Yearly positive perks


The benefit of learning





Grading Policy


Homework 10%


Class work/participation 10%


Test/Quizzes 40%


Projects/Research Papers 40%














