Parent/Student Contract 2013-2014

AVID Senior Course Overview

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

The AVID Senior Seminar is a two-year interdisciplinary course for AVID juniors and seniors. The course is designed for those students who elect to take a course that prepares them for the rigor required for college work. Students will engage in higher levels of WICR (writing, inquiry, collaboration and reading) strategies than experienced in prior years of AVID. These higher level thinking, reading, writing and oral language skills are needed to prepare students for the level of work required to produce a culminating research project at the end of the senior year.

The project requires that students examine a particular leader’s life and accomplishments in relation to the student’s own possible career goals and aspirations. This course is organized around the theme of “Leadership as a Catalyst for Change in Society.”   Students will read extensively about the leader, write a number of analytical essays, develop critical questions based on their reading and writings, participate in collaborative discussion groups such as Socratic Seminar, and complete a final research essay project. Among the leaders included in the course for in-depth study include: Leonard Bernstein, Dr. Jane Goodall, Dr. Stephen J. Gould, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Pablo Neruda, Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr David Suzuki and John Wooden. Students may select other leaders of equal stature with the approval of the AVID teacher.  In addition to the academic focus of the AVID Senior Seminar, there are college bound activities, methodologies and tasks that should be achieved during the senior year.

Students will be assessed based upon research papers, essays, writing and oral language rubrics, journals, learning logs, exams, quizzes, general class participation, observation, conferencing, final project, reflection, a well-organized notebook, participation in tutorials, note-taking and participation and leadership in Socratic seminars.

Miss Butcher

Avid Instructor

Brooklyn Collegiate High School
Course Content

1. Students will learn to analyze the features and rhetorical devices used in different types of non-fiction: essays, speeches, editorials, scientific reports and historical documents.

2. Students will demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of significant ideas expressed in a variety of written works by identifying important ideas, recognizing inferences and drawing conclusions.

3. Students will develop various strategies to respond to a text including, annotating a text, writing learning logs, and developing double entry journals and summaries.

4. Students will develop their ability to relate prior knowledge to new information and make connections to related topics of information.

5. Students will demonstrate an ability to articulate a clear thesis on a topic, and identify, evaluate and use evidence to support their thesis.

6. Students will develop their ability to write well-organized essays that are consistently coherent and logically developed.

7. Students will continue to learn to effectively summarize ideas contained in a text.

8. Students will develop skill in writing short answer response essays, including, timed essays.

9. Students will participate in research projects that extend their knowledge of a particular topic and develop and support their own ideas and opinions.

10. Students will participate in discussions, presenting their ideas in a clear and articulate manner.

11. Students will listen to and respond to the ideas of others.

12. Students will develop a leadership role in Socratic Seminars.

13. Student will develop their skills in research techniques.

14. Students will productively participate in both individual and group projects and discussions.

15. Students will improve their oral communication skills through a variety of means, including presentation, debate, and Socratic Seminar.

16. Students will learn to evaluate their own and others’ writing, using rubrics and scoring guides modeled on UC and CSU entrance exams.

17. Students will learn specific strategies to navigate the college admission process by engaging in a variety of activities and tasks.

Essential skills

All students will at the end of the class possess the essential skills that are needed for them to be successful in college and the world of work.  These along with reading, writing, listening and listening skills consist of; 
Collaborative skills - Students work together to identify and solve problems, make decisions, or resolve conflict.

Presentation skills - Students prepare, plan and practice so as to present their information; Pronunciation and enunciation; mechanics of speeches 

Research skills - Students ask questions and find the answers in sources containing reliable information. They read, listen and view effectively so that they can get the best and most accurate information available.

Critical thinking skills - Students conceptualize, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication.  This guides them to a belief and/or action.

Communication skills – Students convey message to others through words, facial expressions and body language. They listen so as to obtain messages or information from others.

Problem solving skills - Students identify problems; get to know each other, their needs, perspectives and interests.  Next they evaluate the problem looking at a number of possible solutions.  They gather information about the issues, and trying to arrive at common working understanding of the problem. Lastly they decide on the best possible solutions.



Rights and Responsibilities

1. Every assignment is a chance to strengthen my mind.

2. The more I know, the more I can use to express my ideas, the more with which I can create – the more powerful I become!

3. I am in school every day. I show up fifteen minutes before first period and stay until the end of my last period. I don’t dawdle in the hallway or “milk” the teacher’s passes. I show up to every class and activity, always on time.

4. If I get restless or tempted by my friends to fool around, I remember the bigger picture. I don’t try to distract others or myself.  Classroom conversation is always about the task at hand.
5. I am in a professional environment, and I act as a professional.

6. Language is powerful and words can hurt. I never make insults, jokes, or put downs, I don’t use words that demean. I respect others by keeping inappropriate topics and foul language out of school.

7. My teachers care about my future and me. I treat them with respect, even when frustrated. I voice my disagreements privately and respectfully.

8. Horseplay causes accidents and fights. I help keep the building safe and professional. I resist the impulse to laugh if someone “gets it wrong.” That doesn’t feel good don’t let my teammates down when it comes to completing a task.

         Email:     transithistory@hotmail.com      

Website:  www.msbutcherslearningenvironment.yolasite.com
Welcome to AVID.  We will follow the basic outline listed below:

Weeks 1-2 

Introduction and review of previous year

Rules and regulations

Goal Setting

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Weeks1–9 

College Admissions Essay 

College Placement Examinations 

Research Project

Reading Assignments

Writing Assignments

Socratic Seminars

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Weeks 10–18 Financial Aid 

Research Project

Reading Assignments

Writing Assignments

Socratic Seminars

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Weeks 19–27 

AVID: The School to Profession Plan 

Research Project

Reading Assignments

Writing Assignments

Socratic Seminars

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities
Weeks 28–36 

Preparing for College Life 

Submission of the Final Research Project

Reading Assignments

Writing Assignments

Socratic Seminars

Portfolio

Reflections

Oral Presentations

Tutorials

Binder Evaluation

Motivational Activities

We will use the chapters in the textbook, supplemental materials, to cover the subjects listed.  We will cover all the topics listed. 

Classroom Expectations:

1) Arrive to class promptly at all times

2) Respect everyone, equipment and the furniture in the classroom

3) Stay seated unless you are told otherwise

4) Be prepared to work at all times (pens, pencils, notebooks etc)

5) NO eating or drinking in the classroom (water only)

6) Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before speaking

7) Avoid using profanity at all times

8) No electronic devices should be visible or used in the classroom

9) Demonstrate a positive attitude every day.

10) Participation is strongly encouraged and part of the grade.

11) Uniform must be worn at all times!!!!!

Portfolio Contents

Portfolio contents will include but not be limited to the following:

1. Grade level writing.

2. Four-year plan.

3. Timed writings with rubrics.

4. Analytical essays with rubrics.

5. Notes taken in content areas.

6. Semester reflections.
Materials:

1. Binder Paper/loose-leaf

2. Ink Pens and Pencils

3. Folder with pockets for storing handouts

4. Stapler (to be kept at home)

5. AVID Three-ring Binder w/ Dividers (Essential for Review)

6. Your Textbook & Appropriate Materials – Every Day!

7. Notebook for note taking

Make-Up Policy and Tardy Policy

Students absent from class are responsible for making up any work missed.  Homework and make up work can be emailed to me at transithistory@hotmail.com or given within the classroom.  However, material that was known about in advance and due on the missed day will be due on the day of return.   As a class we will discuss and determine the appropriate penalty for tardiness.   Students must have a doctor’s note or a note from their parent/guardian upon their return.

Assignments:


Homework is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise specified.  Homework and projects will be available on the website www.msbutcherslearningenvironment.yolasite.com. Homework and projects/ assignments must be handed in during class time only.  If you are absent on the day the project/assignment is to be handed in it must be emailed to me no later than the end of the day.  In the event that students are late for class or absent from school, they must bring a note from their parent with the contact information of the parent.   Reading Quizzes will usually occur on a daily basis.  They are over the night reading and in some instances you may use your notes.   All assignments completed at home must be stapled before turning them in.  Unstapled work will not be accepted!!!!!!
Remember:  Each of you is ultimately responsible for your own learning.  I will attempt to provide an environment and experiences that facilitate the process.  Please arrange to meet with me before school, at lunch, or after school if you have any questions or need additional assistance with the class. 

Academic Honesty: As this is a senior course preparing your for college, students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. All writing that uses ideas or quotations from other sources should be cited appropriately using MLA format; plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment and repeated offenses may result in failure of the course.

I am looking forward to a great year with you!  Are you up for the challenge?

Student Information and Parent/Student Signatures

Parents/Guardians:  Please complete this form about your child and sign below.  Return it no later than Friday September 13th, 2013.

Student’s Name _____________________________     Class/Period._____________

Date of Birth___________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________  Email _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian 1. _____________________________2.  __________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________   Cell ___________________  Work _______________

Email ________________________________________________

Best Time to be reached _____________________________________________________________

We have read and agree to Ms Butcher’s, syllabus, rights and responsibilities, consequences, rewards and grading rubric for the 2013-2014 school year.

Student Signature ________________________________  Date ______________________

Consequences


Warning


Discussion with the teacher


Phone calls to parent


Negative progress report sent home


Referral to the Dean, A.P and Guidance Counselor





Rewards


Daily praise


Random positive report sent home


Monthly Awards and certificates


Yearly positive perks


The benefit of learning





Grading Policy


Homework 10%


Class work/participation 10%


Test/Quizzes 40%


Projects/Research Papers 40%











