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US History

Name:__________________________ 

           Date:__________________  

Regents Review Worksheet #4: Principles of the U.S. Constitution

Aim: How does the system of checks and balances function?

(1) Define: Checks and Balances and Separation of Powers 

(2) Explain how they are different

	Branch of

Government


	Important Groups/People

Within Branch


	Major Powers

	Executive

(Enforces

Law)

	The head of the Executive branch is the ________________

The president’s major advisors are called his

________

Examples of his major advisors

are: 


1.

2.


	His major powers are: 

1. He is the commander…

2. In the system of checks and balances…

3. He also gets to choose (nominate)…

	Legislative

(makes laws)

	The legislative branch is made up

of the: 

1.

where each state has two votes and

2.

where votes are determined by a

state’s

___________________.


	1. The Senate can ________________________________

2. All bills to raise money must start in the: ​​​​___________________________

3. Together, their specific powers include: 

1.                                 4.

2.                                  5.

3.

	Judicial

(Interprets

Law)
	The highest court in the U.S. is

called the___________________________


	Original jurisdiction is… ______________________________

Appellate Jurisdiction is ……

__________________________________




Using the review book, provide three examples on the back of this worksheet of how one branch of government can “check” the power of another.
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Regents Review Worksheet #5:    Major Constitutional Principles

Aim: How does federalism work?

Do Now: Define Federalism on the back of this worksheet.

Refer to pages 10-11 and the handout for this section

	Federal (National)

Government Powers


	Powers Shared by the

States & the Federal Government


	Powers Reserved for States


	These powers are known

as_______________ powers.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

	These powers are known

as_______________ powers.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

	These powers are known

as_______________ powers.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Refer to pages 23-24 and the handout for this section

The Constitution has been called a “living document” because it can be changed in two ways:  formal amendment and informal adjustments and decision making

1.  Informal change

Please define these constitutional terms & concepts:
Unwritten Constitution:   

Judicial Review:

Cabinet:

Other examples of the “unwritten constitution” are ___________ ____________ and ____________ ________.

Elastic Clause:

Other names for the Elastic Clause are….
2. Formal Amendment

Amendment Process:  

List the procedures for proposing and ratifying amendments.

1.

2.  

THE FIRST 10 AMENDMENTS: THE BILL OF RIGHTS: 

♦ Learn them specifically by number. Notice that the first amendment’s “freedom” protections are part of the same amendment and not four separate amendments. Notice also the language of the first as well as the other amendments. 

AMENDMENTS 11 TO 27: 

♦ You are to learn each of these.  Thus, amendments 11 and 12 (early 19c); amendments 13 through 15 (Civil War-Reconstruction Era); amendments 16 through 19 (Progressive-World War I era); amendments 20 and 21 (New Deal era); amendments 22 through 27 (mid-late 20c). 

